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This 12-month project has been given seed-funding by the Discovery-to-Use (D2U) programme at University College London 

(UCL) to create a prototype online knowledge base of portable 3D metrology and related technologies. It is intended to support 

end users in technology application, help researchers engage with industry and provide a showcase for technology providers.
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Portable 3D metrology is a key part of manufacturing and production, e.g.

Portable 3D metrology

The prototype website

Portable 3D metrology is less than 40 years old. Despite its value,

information about it is fragmented and not easily accessible. Modern

Internet technology can bring this together and provide the missing focus.

The 3DIMPact group at UCL is now developing a knowledge-based

website with two non-academic partners who provide in-kind support.

One is Geomares, a Dutch publisher of magazines related to geo-spatial

technologies. The other is the Brazilian Senai Metal Mechanics, a new

industry-funded institute in the process of developing its capabilities in 3D

technologies (metrology, printing).

Prototype website at www.3dimpact-online.com
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The diagram shows how the resource could support learning, application

and development, with the existing partnership open to extension. It will

provide 3 key elements to 3 key audiences:

End users:

An “ACADEMY” providing an online knowledge base of 3D metrology

Researchers:

A “LAB” offering opportunities to engage with industry

Technology providers:

A “SHOWCASE” to promote products and services
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Further development

We are also cooperating with geo-matching.com, an established website

run by project partner Geomares. Metrology products such as laser

trackers and now being added to this resource.

We have access to much more material such as a 1000-term dictionary

(under development). Access is currently restricted to allow further work

on the initial components and time to acquire permissions for use of

external material. However, external participation is encouraged.

The project is attracting interest and in-kind support from commercial and

non-commercial sources, e.g. OMS, Brunson, Faro, BuildIT, GSI, Third

Dimension, Survice Metrology, IK4 Tekniker, 4Delta, The Spaceship

Company, Strathclyde University. We welcome interest from the IWAA.

We are also seeking further funding to take the prototype forward.

A cloud-hosed website currently

offering:

A searchable global directory of

over 800 3D Metrology providers,

manufacturers, researchers and

trainers

A database of case studies with

500 entries taken from a source

of 1000 and searchable by

industry sector and application

type

Educational slideshows which

allow the trial audience to explore

3D metrology

Future operational website

An operational website is a major undertaking requiring specialist skills

and generating revenue in order to be self-sustaining and continue

developing. If the resource can attract a large audience then a potential

source of revenue is sponsorship by commercial systems manufacturers

and service providers who can promote products, skills and services via

directories and illustration acknowledgements (see examples top right).
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