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A Slice of History

TWENTY- AND THIRTY-YEAR SERVICE AWARDS
By Karen McClenahan
and Nina Adelman Stolar

SLAC EMPLOYEES with 20 and
30 years of service at the laborato-
ry were honored with an Awards
Banquet at the Stanford Faculty
Club on Tuesday, March 15. Nine
20-year honorees from SLAC and
SSRL were accompanied by twen-
ty-five members of the old
guard-the pioneers who started
the lab three decades ago. While
this was our second 30-year
Award Ceremony, it was the
twelfth 20-year Awards and the
second time SSRL staff were
included in the annual event. The
thirty-four awardees represent 5
percent of the laboratory, accord-
ing to Lee Lyon.

Guests were personally greeted
by Barbara Johnson and Karen
McClenahan, after which host Al
Ashley heartily welcomed every-
one. As the reception area filled,
people greeted each other with
good cheer and the memories
began to circulate among the
guests.

Lee Lyon provided a time cap-
sule news report of 1963 and 1973
current events covering world
affairs, politics, and films. In 1963
500 SLAC employees were located
in trailers on the Stanford Univer-
sity campus. In 1973, a very tight
year budget-wise, SPEAR was the
highest luminosity storage ring in
operation worldwide. SSRP (later

named SSRL) startec
in 1973, also the firs
year of the SLAC
Summer Institute. I]
his opening remark
Director Burton
Richter stated that
"Service awards
are important
because it's the
staff that makes
the lab work." He
nrrirllv1 intrmclrAi ic-r B
. .JY .IIL , .Burt Richter.
the evening's speak-
er, Gene Rickansrud, SLAC's for-
mer Associate Director of the
Business Services Division and a
1993 recipient of the coveted 30-
year award. Gene opened his talk
by welcoming everyone to the
Old-Timer's Club. Having started
his tenure in those trailers on cam-
pus, Gene gave a very personal
account of the beginnings of SLAC
from the early 1950s. He remem-
bered that in those times there was
no Stanford Shopping Center; El
Camino Real was one lane in each
direction and, according to Gene,
"There was nothing but orchards
from here to San Jose." One role
Gene played was as our interface
with the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion (AEC), the predecessor to the
DOE. He encountered many diffi-
culties as our champion and repre-
sentative. At one time Gene was
told that SLAC bought too many
light bulbs, so he walked the DOE
representative through the Kly-

-year employee, accepts a oeam tree rrom

stron Gallery and pointed out each
and every socket along the two-
mile-long length of the accelerator
to prove his point.

Following a bountiful dinner
and a time of leisurely remem-
brances among friends, the cere-
mony began. As Lee Lyon read the
names of the honorees, each re-
ceived warm and enthusiastic
applause from their colleagues.
Burton Richter, assisted by Al Ash-
ley and Bernie Lighthouse, pre-
sented the service awards. The
20-year recipients each received a
commemorative '73 biographical
yearbook, a Stanford emblem on a
keychain, a Stanford University
pin, and a SLAC pin or pendant.
The 30-year honorees were each
presented with a '63 photographic
yearbook and a beautifully mount-
ed beam tree-a rare and distinc-
tive treasure-and also received
their Stanford pins.
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MEMBERS OF THE

"OLD-TIMERS" CLUB

Richard P. Allen Adam M. Boyarski Michael J. Browne

Richard Cancilla Theodore N. Constant

Virginia Harmon David Jensen William B. Johnson

Fatin Bulos

Jean Francis Finn Halbo
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Edmund A. Loens

William B. Pierce Daryl Reagan Fred Rouse

James W. Sirois Vernon R. Smith Nicholas H. Vassallo

Herbert A. Weidner Richard G. Wilson

Martin L. Perl

Dieter R. Walz
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Undersecretary Curtis Visits
SLAC hosted a visit by DOE Under-
secretary Charles Curtis on Friday,
April 1. The visit began with a small
luncheon in the Orange Room.
Talks were given on the highlights
of our current and future scientific
program, including recent results
with the SLD and future expecta-
tions for the NLC. The actual tour
time was very short; however, we
stopped at the Visitors Alcove in the
Klystron Gallery, the B Factory
model at PEP Interaction Region 8
n-n A -Vk'h 'o;Vnlrlr "vr 10ri l -a+
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SSRL. Undersecretary Curtis is pictured on the left talking with Joachim
Stohr of IBM. Stohr is explaining the nature of collaborations between
national laboratories and industry. -Nina Adelman Stolar
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U KNOW HOW MANY DAYS'
f supplies you should have on
reparation for an earthquake? Do
know where all the creepy crawly
Lgs go when the ground shakes vio-
ly? Do you know when to turn off
gas, and how to do so?
he answers to these and other
uing and life-saving questions at
e next SLAC Earthquake Faire to be
held on Tuesday, May 3, from

10:00 AM to 3:00 PM in the Breeze-
rium. Those of you who attended
'member what a huge success it
r 600 attendees!
ill have displays and representa-
zarious agencies in the area, includ-
'ross, USGS, and PG&E (the
C hnc11 C rT llrnCh) -llr tTA rmY
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radio operators and Palo Alto Fire Department experts will make presen-
tations as well as answer your questions. There will be many information-
al brochures and demonstrations, and Stanford Central Stores will offer a
variety of earthquake preparation items for purchase. There will even be
drawings for unique door prizes!

Keep an eye on ID mail for flyers. Though April is Earthquake Month,
we need to be prepared each day of the year, so plan to attend the Earth-
quake Faire on May 3. Come and learn how to protect yourself, your prop-
erty, and your loved ones in the event of the inevitable earthquakes of our
state. -Janice Dabney
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AXEL GOLDE, a long-time SLAC
employee, died on April 2 of a
heart attack. Although his achieve-
ments were many, he will be best
remembered for his character.
Axel was a friendly, joking man,
whom most SLAC employees will
fondly recall as the thoroughly
Jewish jolly ol' Saint Nick he
played for several years at the
annual SLAC Christmas party.
Axel described his life as divided
in two parts: the first half spent
destroying, the second half spent
building.

In 1937, at the age of 16, Axel
was sent from Germany to Pales-
tine. When he arrived in Israel, he
and two other young refugees
were taken to an army camp,
where they were immediately giv-
en guns and told to stand guard all
night. This was the beginning of
Axel's military career. He served
in the British army for six years,
and then in the Hagannah, the
then-underground Israeli army,
which later became the Israeli
army. In 1955 he left the military
and moved to the United States.

Axel came to SLAC in Novem-
ber of 1962 as a designer and
draftsman on the beam line
switchyard project. He also
worked on the construction of End
Station A, Beam Dump East, and
the ESA Spectrometers.

"Axel was the first technical
person I hired in 1973, at the very
start of the Stanford Synchrotron
Radiation Project (now SSRL),"
Herman Winick remembers. "He
was recommended to me by Norm
Dean as a 'tough Israeli army vet-
eran who could do wonders for
SSRP.' Norm was right. Axel was
just what SSRP needed in the early
days; someone who could function
as a facilities designer, vacuum
engineer, mechanical engineer,
draftsperson, and other specialties.

If he needed help from more
experienced people in a cer-
tain area, he knew just who
to call. As a newcomer to
SLAC, I needed the knowl-
edge of the immense SLAC
system that Axel brought."

In 1973 Axel became the
SSRL facilities engineer,
where he designed and built
the first synchrotron beam
line. Since then, SSRL has
expanded six times - and
each time, even after his
retirement in 1986, Axel
directed the construction. In
many ways, SSRL is the
house that Axel built.

"Axel said that he was an
expert in building structures with-
out square corners. He carefully
planned each building, starting
from the first one, with expansion
in mind. He knew, perhaps better
than the rest of us, that SSRL
would grow," Herman says.

Everyone who knew Axel
remembers him with a smile. "I
learned recently that he was super-
stitious," Herman adds. "He
would put 13 cents in the wet
cement of the foundation of each
building for good luck. When I
told him that I was surprised that
he believed in such superstitious
nonsense, he said, 'Of course I
don't believe in it. But I am told
that it works even if you don't
believe in it."'

"Axel was a great companion
and fellow worker," Ken Johnson
remembers. "It was truly amazing
how he came across to other peo-
ple. I don't know anyone who had
earned as many friendships. His
care of his wife, Shula, in her ill-
ness was tender, unselfish, and an
inspiration to those of use who
knew her. My life was consider-
ably enriched by knowing Axel. I
will truly miss him."

Axel Golde

Ron Gould remembers a typical
Axel story: "There are many things
I remember and love about Axel,
among them the story of my pur-
chase of his car. Axel kept his cars
in fine shape, and when it came
time for him to buy a new one, I
asked to buy his old one. But he
wouldn't give me a price. This
went on for a week or so until I
finally said I was no longer inter-
ested unless we could get this
negotiation under way.

"Because the car was so nice, I
figured it was worth more than
$2,000. So, I said, 'Axel, since you
won't tell me what you want for
your car, I'll start at $2,000.'
'What?' he said. 'I couldn't sell it
to you for $2,000! How about
$500.' 'Axel,' I said. 'Come on.
Your car is worth more than $500.
I would be embarrassed to pay
only $500. My last offer is $2,000.'
'Nope,' he said. 'I couldn't sell it to
you for that much. My last price is
$500.' This went on for a week or
so until our wives forced us to set-
tle at $1,000. I still can't figure out
if one of us was supposed to feel
better for all of that. But we
remained good friends in spite of
it all."

Katherine Cantwell
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EPAC Notes, Experimental Program Approvals
AT THE MEETING of the Experi-
mental Program Advisory Com-
mittee (EPAC) on November
12-13, Director Burton Richter
approved the two components of
the Spin Physics Program: E-154
(Neutron Spin Structure Function
Using Polarized 3 He) and E-155
(Nucleon Spin Structure Using
Polarized Ammonia: NH3 and
ND3). These experiments, which
will significantly improve our
understanding of the neutron and
proton structures, will be run in
sequence in End Station A (ESA)
after the 50-GeV upgrade to the A-
bend transport line is completed.
This upgrade entails reducing the
gap in the present eight A-bend

dipole magnets (to reduce electri-
cal power consumption) and
adding four additional (reduced-
gap) bending magnets to enable
the transport of the 50-GeV e+

beams through the 24° bend into
ESA. New power supplies for this
project have already been
installed. At this same meeting,
the SLD was given a contingent
approval for a new vertex detector
(VXD3) and a run extension to
accumulate one million polarized
Zs.

On March 14, a subcommittee
of the EPAC reviewed the contin-
gencies specified in the November
meeting and gave a unanimous
recommendation that the SLD

requests for the VXD3 and 106 Zs
be approved. The physics case was
persuasive, so in spite of a very
tight budget situation, the Director
accepted the EPAC recommenda-
tion and approved the SLD
requests. The VDX3 upgrade and
the large increase in the polarized
Z sample, to be obtained over the
next several years, will enable the
SLD collaboration to make an
extremely precise measurement of
the Weinberg angle, sin2 Ow, an
important electroweak interaction
parameter, and also to perform
competitive B (bottom or beauty)
quark physics, including signifi-
cant information on BB mixing.

-David Fryberger
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New Options for Wellness
SLAC's New Options for Wellness
(NOW) Program is a benefit available to
employees and contractors that empow-
ers them to choose healthy lifestyles
through health education. NOW is the
time for employees to make educated
decisions to achieve optimal mental,
physical, and emotional well-being.

NOW kicks off on May 12, from
11:00 AM to 12:30 PM at the Training
Conference Center. There you can:

*Participate in cholesterol, blood
pressure, glucose, and/or glauco-
ma screenings
*Speak to class instructors about
future health education classes,
and immediately enroll in the
class. Classes include tai chi, aer-
obics, stress reduction and relax-
ation, smoking cessation, weight
management, and yoga.
*Speak with representatives from
local organizations such as the
American Cancer Society, Stan-
ford's Health Improvement Pro-
gram, and SLAC's health care
providers.
Watch for the NOW Program Kick-

Off flyer. I hope to see you all there to
enjoy the festivities. -Sylvia Ong



Phase-Out of the
Micom Switch
THE MICOM is an electronic
switch that lets terminals, PCs, and
workstations connect to certain ser-
vices such as VM, VAXes, etc. The
Micom Switch was first installed at
SLAC in February 1981 and can
support approximately 3000 con-
nections. In January 1994 only 1190
of these channels were being used.
August 1990 saw peak usage, with
a steady decline ever since.

In January of 1993, Micom
informed SLAC that manufacture of
the Micom Switch and its compo-
nents would be discontinued after
March 1993. Orders for parts
received after March 1993 were
accepted only if they could be
filled from stock. Maintenance ser-
vice and technical support will
continue until March 30, 1998.

The hardware and software of
the Micom has been reliable but it
is getting old. Also, expertise on
the Micom is declining as people
leave SLAC or move to other areas
of responsibility. The Switch is also
limited to 9.6kbps and does not
easily support 8-bit protocols in
our environment. Simultaneously,
demand is increasing to support
more modern, intuitive, easy to
learn GUI interfaces, which is not
possible with the Micom Switch.

The Micom Switch will be
gradually phased out over the next
three to four years. We discourage
requests for new Micom connec-
tions or for relocating existing con-
nections. Instead, we encourage
connecting personal computers to
the Ethernet.

Many hurdles need to be over-
come during this phase-out

process, and we seek your help
and comments in understanding
the effects of the change. For more
information on the issues and
plans see the unix file:
/usr/local/doc/policies/Micom-proposal.ps

-Ken Martell, SCS

Internet's "Whois" and
Your Home Address
AN ARTICLE in the "Around the
Office" section of the January 19,
1994 issue of the Stanford Campus
Report reported:

Campus users should also
know that Whois information
is also accessible from any
computer on the Internet
using such Internet browsing
software as Gopher or Turbo-
Gopher. It is like an interna-
tional phone book. Whois
supplies information about
Stanford faculty, students,
staff and networked comput-
ers, and, optionally, it can also
include home phone numbers
and addresses.
The policy of Stanford Univer-

sity and SLAC is to use employee
preference to display or hide home
addresses and/or home telephone
numbers in ALL places where this
information might be displayed
(such as the Stanford Directory
and the output of the WHOIS com-
mand on university computers).
This policy pertains only to SLAC
employees working 50% or more.
SLAC employees working less than
50% are not listed in any Stanford
directory, including Whois.

If your home address and/or
home telephone number are cur-
rently displayed and you wish to
change that, you can either wait
until the annual Records/Faculty-

Staff Directory update is sent to
you, or you can change it immedi-
ately by sending e-mail to
diana@slac.stanford.edu. In the sub-
ject line of the e-mail type address
display change and in the message
body type either hide address (to
hide address only), hide phone
number (to hide phone number
only), or hide both (to hide
address and phone number).

-Ilse Vinson and Diana Gregory
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Urban's Ronson collection "lights up" his life
WHEN URBAN CUMMINGS
was about fifteen years old, he
bought a Ronson pocket cigarette
lighter. "I felt like a big shot," he
says. "I thought, 'I've got a Ronson
lighter!"'

He hadn't started smoking yet,
but he liked the feel of the lighter;
he was captivated by the way it
worked and the way it was
made-which not too surprising
once you get to know him. Urban
has always been fascinated with
mechanics; as a child he would
push hairpins into the wall socket
to watch the sparks fly. In 1962, he
came to SLAC to help build the
linac vacuum system. He worked
as an engineer in the vacuum
department until he retired in
1983, at which point he became a
consultant for SLAC.

Urban doesn't have that origi-
nal lighter anymore, but he has a
collection of Ronsons that more
than makes up for it. Today, he
has nearly 4,000 Ronson lighters.
"I don't know the exact number,"
he says. "I don't want to count-
they might send a man with a little
white suit after me!"

Urban has always been a collec-
tor. When he was about ten years
old, he collected Lincoln head pen-
nies. Every Saturday morning, he
would borrow 50 cents from his
dad to buy a roll of pennies at the
bank. He would spend the day
sorting through them, taking the
unwanted ones back to the bank
and trading them in for more. He
went through six to eight rolls
each week.

The pennies were later replaced
by movie souvenirs, which both
Urban and his wife Christine were
collecting before they even met.
Eventually, they began collecting
smoking memorabilia, like lighters
and cigarette holders. After a
while, they decided to narrow the
collection to just lighters. But "it

wasn't long before the living room
shelves were full," and so about
eight or nine years ago they decid-
ed to focus on Ronsons.

"Ronson was the cadillac of
American cigarette lighters,"
Urban says. The Ronson company,
which was first known as Art Met-
al Works, broke into the lighter
business in 1913 with its pocket
Wonderlighter. The company con-
tinued to produce metal objects for
several years, but was best known
for its one-motion automatic
lighter, the first of its kind.

Ronson made almost every
type of lighter imaginable, from
pocket lighters-some of which
doubled as mechanical pencils or
ladies' compacts-to under-the-
dash models that dispensed light-
ed cigarettes in cars and boats. The
table lighters were some of Ron-
son's most creative pieces; they
formed animals, golfers, and even
a seven-inch statue of Charlie
Chaplin, which is Urban's favorite.

Urban was so interested in Ron-
son lighters and the history of the
Ronson company that he decided
to write a book about it. For the last
five years, Urban and Christine
have been working on Ronson: The
World's Greatest Lighter. Together,

they wrote, edited, designed, and
published the book, which was
completed last June. "We spent my
children's inheritance getting it
into print," Urban says with a
smile, "but we're very satisfied. It
turned out better than our fondest
expectations."

The book concentrates on the
wick lighters made from 1913 to
1966. It includes descriptions, pho-
tos, and price guidelines for 365
models, a history of the Ronson
company and its starring role in
Hollywood, and copies of Ronson
patents and advertisements.

"I thought that someone should
tell the story about Ronson and the
Art Metal Works. At some point I
concluded that I was the someone
who should do it," Urban says. "I
believe we have an obligation to
leave something of value here after
we're gone. This book is my con-
tribution to recording the history
of early America."'

The current Ronson president,
Louis V. Aronson II, the grandson
of the founder, is "thrilled" with
the book. "It was hard to get his
attention at first, but when he saw
what we were doing he thanked
us for persevering and not giving
up on him."

The Cummings wrote the book
as a guide for collectors and deal-
ers, not as a coffee table book for
the general public. With that in
mind, they printed only 2,400
copies and decided not to have a
second printing. "Christine and I
hope that the book itself will be a
collectable someday."

For now, though, it is enough
to have successfully accomplished
what they set out to do. "It wasn't
until the first time someone asked
me to autograph the book that I
realized we had finally finished
it," Urban says, smiling as always.

-Sarah Morisseau
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