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ABSTRACT 

This paper presenls a review of the physical parameters of neutron 
stars and black holes that have been derived from X-ray observations. 
I then explain how these physical parameters can be used to learn 
about the extreme conditions occurring in regions of strong gravity, 
and present some recent evidence for relativistic effects seen in these 
systems. A glossary of commonly used terms and a short tutorial on 
the names of X-ray sources are also included. 
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