EPICS IOC Team Meeting

Date: February 28, 2008

Time: 14:00

Location: B34 Conference Room

Agenda:

1. New Members of the EPISC IOC Team:  Sonya and  Matt 
2. Software Test Day debrief
3. Progress made from last EPICS IOC Team Meeting on January 15th
4. EPICS R3.14.9 Release  for Gunther Haller
5. What new EPICS software is out there that would be useful to our EPICS development? The systems team would install software so that we can then test. 
6. Is there any other useful software that we would use or hardware? 

7. Linux classes.

8. Where did the test lab go?  Do we want a group test lab, individual labs in our offices or both? Where would a group test lab go in building 34? 

Meeting Minutes:
Attendees: 

Alarcon, Stephanie Allison,  

Matt Boyce, Ron Chestnut, 

Sonya Hoobler, Dayle Kotturi,

Kristi Luchini, Stephen Norum,

Sheng Peng, Zen Szalata,  

Stephen Schuh, Till Straumann,  

Ernest Williams
Scribe:  Kristi Luchini
1) Welcome Matt and Sonya! They share an office upstairs in b34 next to Stephen and Arturo.  

2) Stephanie: What’s happening with module inventory?
a)  Item 3 on the Jan 15th  Wish List. Nothing so far has happened. However, we should currently use Depot to input the SLAC ID numbers and track maintenance history for controls hardware. Submit information to Mike Harms, and cc Ernest.

b) A web interface to CAPTAR was developed a  year ago by Andrea Chan’s Group, so that controls could modify information in the rack profiles. The CAPTAR rack profiles provide module information, such as location, module type, addressing, model, even jumpers. Network port information should also be available. The goal was to connect CAPTAR to a number of onsite databases such as Depot, Cando, etc. Kristi will find out from Andrea about the web interface and if it deposits information into Depot.
c) Storage: We can use the MCC storage closet for VME modules. This should be arranged with OPS. With regard to PLC modules, more discussion is needed as the installation or replacement of these modules requires an expert
d) Who can we use to input module information, SLAC ID into depot? Mike Harms. Note:  However  we want to funnel this through someone in the group first to take a quick glance at the list to make sure it follows naming conventions for modules which is important in Depot. 

3) Software Test Day debriefing. 

a) Submit a mini-test plan by the Tuesday noon, prior to software day.
b) See instructions for submitting mini-test plan on the wiki:  
 lcls-dev ->  Software -> How-to submit a Software Mini-Test Plan
4) Where do visitors, like Steve Lewis hang their hat and work? They can use the office next to Sonya and Matt. However, there is only a monitor but no computer. Although network hookups are available or wifi. 
5) Lab space?  The plan is to put a group lab are downstairs. Money is been allocated and released. Ron Chestnut  estimates 6-weeks  for completion.  The network switch in Arturo and Stephen’s office can be moved downstairs into the lab area so that more network ports will be available.

6) Where is lcls-dev host being moved? This host will be moved to the building 5 computer room in available rack space. Jingchen will be maintaining this linux host.

7) What types of software tools should we obtain?
a) Install gateway: 

i) Public gateway is on the way. 

ii) Need discussion as to which system need a gateway connection rather than direct. The archiver may be a possiblitiy of a client that should go through a gateway.

iii) A need for a gateway is needed, specifically for users such as physicists that are writing applications that may be accessing data at a high rate without the controls group being aware. A gateway would solve this problem.

10) Linux Classes: Ernest said that he would like to have SCCS teach classes for those interested in learning more Linux. However, this has not been arranged yet, so there is money available for local Linux Classes.

9) Ron Chestnut:  Decommissioning VMS

A team of individuals, Mike Browne, Nancy Spencer, Ron Chestnut have been meeting to determine the best path to phase the control system dependency off of VMS. The plan entails the following:


a)


  i)  Get rid of the RMX micro’s by by-passing and using a CAMAC to VME

     controller allowing an EPICS ioc to read CAMAC modules.VME.  

 ii) A hytec module does exists such that CAMAC modules can be read in VME.

     However, the problem with this controller is that each CAMAC crate needs

     one of these controllers.

 iii)  A solutions that is currently being implemented is that Mike Browne is

      designing a CAMAC-to-VME controller that will allow the CAMAC crates to

      be daisy chained and read by only one controller.

iv)  Convert SLC database to EPICS database only.


iv)  Date proposed for this CAMAC to VME work is to be completed is 

     November 2008

b) Questions: 


i) Who will do this work on implementing the SLC micros and VMS

    logic for the   subsystems that use these modules? 

   Ron anticipates that most work can be done in the EPICS database.
   The work will be done by most of the EPICS ioc people in addition to 

   their phase IV work.


ii)  Is there a written plan? April 1, 2008 a presentation will be given to

     Galayda by this group.
