EPICS IOC Team Meeting

Date: Aug-28-2008

Time: 10:00AM
Location: B34 Conference Room

Attendees: 

Ernest Williams, Stephanie Allison, Sonya Hoobler, Kristi Luchini, Sheng Peng,  Judy Rock, Arturo Alarcon, Dayle Kotturi, Zenon Szalata
Scribe:  Zenon Szalata
Agenda:

Agenda:

Administrative:

=======================================================================

(1) News

     -- One-on-One meeting for R2A2s

     -- EPICS Meeting in October

     -- Finished interview process for a new EPICS engineer

     -- Upcoming vacations

     -- Need to schedule EPICS training (Steve Lewis??) =======================================================================

Current Software Projects:

=======================================================================

I show the current list that I have.

Are we missing anything?

What do we need to be ready on October 15 to start full checkout?

Remember the goal is still Control System is ready by Nov. 1, 2008 =======================================================================

=======================================================================

Need to standardize on BSA.  The higher-level apps should see a consistent and reliable interface.

=======================================================================

What issues do we need to have resolved before turning back on?

Let's have draft test plans by mid Sept.

Show Sonya's checklist.  Any comments?

Meeting Minutes:
Announcements, Updates, Status: 
Ernest went over the agenda news items:
· One on one meeting with individual members of the Epics software group are needed to discuss R2A2’s.
· EPICS meeting in October, 2008.  The following are going to attend from SLAC, Hamid Shoaee, Ernest Williams, Sonya Hoobler, and Zen Szalata.  In the future, attention should be paid to insure that all members of the group get a fair chance to attend.
· Finished an interview process for software position in the controls group.  Interviewed 3 or 4 out of 50 applicants.  Decision is to be made.  Hamid will request another software position to be opened for fiscal year 2009.  Also, there is one hardware position open to replace Mike Browne.

· Vacations.  Ernest needs to be notified about vacation plans.  Dayle asked if the “vacation request form” should still be used.  Ernest replied that the form does not seem to be useful and reiterated that the request be sent to him.

· Epics training.  Either Ernest or Kristi will ask Steve Lewis to do another epics training.

Stephanie Allison asked if MCC operators can be trained to provide their input concerning GUI screens.  There seems some question if Mike Stanek needs to approve that.  Operators may need to take the epics training as well how to use CVS.

Ernest opened a discussion on “How to handle current Software Projects”.  A procedure is needed to assure that the list of such projects is properly prioritized.

Ernest brought up getting ready for November 1 turn on.   One should really aim to be ready by October 15th.
Arturo brought up the issue of which Epics and Rtems versions will be in production by then.  The undulator system built at Argone uses Epics R3.14.10 and Rtems 4.9.  Ernest thinks that these versions will be soon put in production.  The prerelease of Epics R3.14.10 is being tested.  These new software versions require rebuilding a number of modules packages.  For the time being this should be done in a non-production area.

Ernest expressed concerns about consistent deployment of IOC’s.  To assure consistency, a list of guidelines, procedures, and standards is needed.  In addition, existing conventions for constructing PV names may need to be revised.  Dayle pointed out that the conventions for PV names are a few years old; there are many exceptions which make adhering to these conventions difficult.  Also, Ernest stressed the importance of presenting consistent interfaces to the higher level apps.
A discussion regarding the PV names, aliasing, access to higher level apps, etc continued for a while.  How to translate the “raw” PV names to some names that might be more meaningful to the Physicists?  Name aliasing in a Gateway.   Do we need a help page describing which PV’s are of interest to the higher level apps?

Ernest discussed Sonya’s list.  Some questions were asked.

Arturo asked about Autosave usage.  Ernest replied that presently there is not time to implement Autosave as the standard archiving tool.  It is used with a few subsystems.

Arturo opened a discussion on how to improve getting an IP address.  No clear cut consensus emerged from this.
Around the table reports:

Zen continues working on the L-Band test station controls software.  Also he will be working with Sheng on an epics interface to the Conventional Facilities HVAC system. 

Dayle reported briefly on LLRF.  Also she said that the work on the beam loss monitor is wating for the work that John Dusatko and Jeff Olsen are doing.

At this point the meeting got terminated as another group of people showed up for a meeting in the conference room.
